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AN ACT to make provisions in accordance with international best   practices 
for the management of aquatic and fisheries resources of Belize with 
an aim to optimize present and future benefits through long-term 
conservation, management, sustainable use and development within 
the fisheries waters of Belize;  to provide for the effective regulation 
of the fishing industry; to provide for the management and regulation 
of mariculture; to repeal the Fisheries Act, Chapter 210 of the Laws 
of Belize, Revised Edition 2011; and to provide for matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto. 

(Gazetted 1st February, 2020).

BE IT ENACTED, by and with the advice and consent of the House of 
Representatives and Senate of Belize and by the authority of the same, 
as follows-

PART I 

Preliminary

1.    This Act may be cited as the 

FISHERIES RESOURCES ACT, 2020.

2.–In this Act – 

“alien species” means a species, subspecies or lower taxon, introduced to 
Belize, which is outside its natural past or present distribution, and includes 
any part, gametes, seeds, eggs, or propagules of the species, subspecies or 
lower taxon that might survive and subsequently reproduce;

“bio-prospecting” means the research, collection and utilization of 
biological and genetic resources for purposes of applying the knowledge 
derived therefrom primarily for a commercial purpose;

Interpretation.

Short title.

No. 7 of 2020

I assent,

(SIR COLVILLE N. YOUNG)
Governor-General

30th January, 2020
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(a) fishes, or attempts to fish;

(b) takes or destroys any flora or fauna ;

(c) dredges, extracts coral, sand or gravel, discharges or 
deposits waste or any other polluting matter,  or in any 
way disturbs, alters or destroys the natural environment;

(d) constructs or erects any buildings or other structures on 
or over any land or waters within such a reserve; or

(e) commits any act or takes action which is in violation of 
this law or any other law relating to marine or inland 
water reserves.
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ection 88

Rhincodon typus 
inglymostoma cirratum

Pristis perotteti  Pristis 
pectinate 

Chelonia mydas 
Eretmochelys imbricata 
Caretta caretta 
Dermochelys coriacea 

Tursiops truncatus
Stenella 

frontalis

 - Steno 
bredanensis

Stenella
longirostris

Trichechus manatus 
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